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Abstract 

Lockdowns and policy measures to curtail the impact of COVID-19 have had widespread repercussions in the 

sphere of economy, society and health systems. The Indian health system may have put the best of its efforts to cope 

up with the burden of the pandemic, but the gap between needs and capacity has had its impact on livelihoods in 

rural areas. Existing public health measures were hampered as available resources were focused to deal with 

COVID19-related tasks in rural areas. Contours of local livelihoods have undergone changes and the disruptions in 
income patterns have further affected rural lives. This lecture presents preliminary observations on the status of 

institutional health systems and the challenges for rural livelihoods and changes in income patterns through 

observation of ground realities. 
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